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Teaching award
Johanna Fagen
Assistant Professor of Biology, School of Arts & Sciences
Assistant Professor Johanna Fagen has been a valued 
member of the UAS Natural Sciences department for 
over 8 years, teaching biology. She uses her adventurous 
life experiences as examples in her classroom, to inspire 
her students to accomplish their dreams. Her students 
commonly use the words “enthusiastic, compassionate, 
and approachable” to describe her as a teacher and as a 
person.  One student said,”  During class discussions I have 
always had the sense that Johanna is more interested in 
helping us all form our own informed opinions rather than 
steering us down one path.” Another said, “One thing that 
really sticks out to me about Professor Fagen is her ability to 
build self-assurance and instill self-esteem in her students.” 
In recognition of her retirement, her colleagues said that her 
stories, enthusiasm, kindness and boisterous laugh will be 
greatly missed. 

adJuncT insTrucTion award
Karen MiTchell
Adjunct Instructor of English, School of Arts and Sciences
Ms. Mitchell has been an adjunct instructor in English at 
UAS Juneau campus for more than 20 years. In that time she 
has always given above and beyond for her students. She 
is considered by her peers to be a committed, and gifted 
teacher and “provides intelligent, dedicated support to 
faculty, students and the university as a whole”. Karen is an 
active participant in Safe Zone training and is an ally for the 
LGBT community. All the nominees commented that she is 
a dependable presence in the Writing Center. She instituted 
a mentoring program for student tutors and created the 
studio pilot class which is a course designed to support 
composition students in their writing process by giving 
them an opportunity to look closer into their work. Said one 
peer about this program, “Karen’s insight in shaping this 
highly successful asset to the university is a testament to her 
understanding of and enthusiasm toward the UAS student 
experience.”

research award
Jason aMundson, Ph.d.
Assistant Professor of Geophysics,  
School of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Jason Amundson is known for his outstanding research 
record since arriving at UAS in the fall of 2011. In the last 
academic year he has secured more than $825K in external 
funding for his research. Much of this funding has come from 
highly competitive grant programs at the National Science 
Foundation. Recently, Jason was awarded $500K from the 
Office of Polar Programs at NSF to study how subglacial 
discharge at LeConte Glacier affects the exchange of heat 
and mass between glaciers and the ocean. Other projects 
include UAS undergraduate students in data collection for 
locally based studies such as the NASA EPSCoR research 
that monitors the annual outburst floods from Suicide Basin 
on the Mendenhall Glacier. On top of his full-time teaching 
position he also co-authored four papers in the well-
respected Journal of Glaciology and Geophysical Research 
Letters, and has two others currently in review. 

service award
williaM urquharT, Ph.d.
Assistant Professor of Sociology,  
School of Arts and Sciences, Ketchikan
During his six years at UAS Ketchikan campus, Dr. Bill 
Urquhart has gained the respect of his colleagues for his 
extensive service commitments, including serving on hiring 
committees, representing the Social Sciences department on 
the Curriculum Committee, mentoring new faculty, Title III 
principal investigator, and spearheading the implementation 
of a new distance-delivered BA in Social Science (just to 
name a few). According to his peers, “These commitments 
are typical of Bill’s annual service load, which goes far above 
and beyond normal service, surpassing even the most 
exceptional of our colleagues.” The community of Ketchikan 
benefits from Bill’s contributions offering free bagpiping 
lessons, and presenting a multicultural music and dance 
series at enrichment classes at Tongass School of Arts and 
Sciences.  


